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On Saturday, June 7, WCCF is hosting a 
new event called Tunes by the Tracks. This 
musical event will feature The 3rd Floor 
Band. They play a variety of genres including 
classic rock, folk, and country. Band members, 
Dave Harris and Mary (Harris) Fry, are brother 
and sister who grew up in Wyandot county. 
Tunes by the Tracks will also include food 
trucks, beverages by Traum Brewing and 
a chance to tour the Shawshank Museum. 
Tickets are just $10! Watch our Facebook page 
and website for more information. Other band 
members include Toby Colbert, John Coleman, 
Larry Webb, and Bob Fry. The band has been 
performing together for over 25 years, playing 
in such venues as schools, churches, public 
parks, and prisons,  to name a few. WCCF is 
especially excited about our partnership with 
local Traum Brewing to bring premium beer and 
wine for this event.

TUNES BY THE TRACKS

RANDY BROWN APPOINTED NEW PRESIDENT
At the Annual Board meeting, Randy Brown was appointed Board President of Wyandot County 
Community Foundation after Jean Gottfried stepped down. Randy has served on the Board 
since 2023. “I’m looking forward to serving as President,” says Randy. “I am grateful for Jean’s 
leadership. Her commitment and foresight - along with the dedication of the Board - has set 

up the Foundation for long-term success.”  
A Wyandot County native, Randy is an 
Ashland University graduate. After working 
for Wyandot, Inc., he returned to work for 
the family farm. He has served on the 
Wyandot Popcorn Museum Board, the US 
Pork Center of Excellence Board and the 
Ohio Consumer Council Governing Board. 
Randy and his wife Chris attend Trinity 
Evangelical Church. They enjoy spending 
time with their family as they have three 
children and four grandchildren. With the 
changing of the guard, Randy will work 
with newly appointed Executive Director 
Erin Smith to expand the reach of WCCF.



Jean Gottfried, stepped down as President of the Wyandot County Community Foundation 
(WCCF) at the Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors. Although she will remain on the 
board and serve as an active member of several committees, the role of President will be 
taken over by Randy Brown who joined the board in 2023. Gottfried said, “I have enjoyed 
working with a great Board of Directors and serving as President. I am pleased with WCCF’s 
accomplishments since joining the group and will continue the Foundation’s Mission of 
“Doing Good Forever”.  Gottfried is most proud of the following achievements:     

• BUILDING A COMMITTED BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Gottfried joined the WCCF Board of Directors in 2011.  At that time, active board members were John Mizick, Molly 
Synder and Sara Lou Brown.  They were struggling to maintain an engaged group.  It was clear; dedicated board 
members were needed.   Gottfried worked with the board to recruit members that represented various locations 
of the county and were willing to devote time and talents to WCCF. Today eleven enthusiastic members serve on 
the board and a group of volunteers assist with events, mailings, and more. 

• ESTABLISHING AN E-MAIL ADDRESS, WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE AND NEWSLETTER. 
These important marketing tools were created over time.  Email and website-2012, Facebook-2016 and 
Newsletter-2018 

• OUTREACH EFFORTS 
Sponsoring “College Send-Off” events, Outreach Lunch and Learn programs for nonprofits and helping with the 
Wyandot County Courthouse Restoration Campaign.

• GROWING THE WYANDOT COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANT FUND 
Through a 2013 “Plant the Seed Campaign” $20,000 was raised so WCCF could award grants to local 501(c)3 
organizations and governmental units based on their applications.  The fund’s current balance is $123,085.00.  
Since 2013, 109 grants have been awarded.  

• ADDING 19 FUNDS ESTABLISHED BY FAMILIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
They include 13 scholarships, 3 community need funds, 1 field of interest fund, 1 organization endowment and 1 
donor advised growth fund.

• LOOKING TO THE FUTURE THROUGH STRATEGIC PLANNING - 2023 
WCCF evaluated its programs and set goals to be accomplished in the future.  In recent months, the Board of 
Directors achieved two of its goals by securing an office facility and hiring Erin Smith as Executive Director.    

A CHANGING OF THE GUARD

A WCCF grant paid for 80% of the cost of a 
new bridge at the Gottfried Nature Center. 
Donations helped pay the rest.  The new wider 
bridge will accommodate large strollers. This 
will be helpful for younger families who wish 
to visit the center from Township Hwy. 111. 
The Story Stroll Trail will start at the bridge.  
Excerpts from Evelyn Long’s (Grandma 
Tellmie) Nature Booklets will be posted along 
the trail. Signs funded by sponsors have been 
printed and will be installed in the spring. 
Watch for the Dedication of the Story Stroll 
Trail in the Spring.

NEW BRIDGE AT ENTRANCE OF STORY STROLL TRAIL :SWCD GOTTFRIED NATURE CENTER



If you know me, you may know I share online about my life as a 
mother raising three children. My oldest and middle sons both 
have autism, and it is a passion of mine to share my experience 

as a special needs mom. It is so important to me I even wrote a 
book about my family’s life with autism. I will be the first to say 
that sometimes what I write is not for everybody, but I do it to let 
parents raising children with disabilities know they are not alone 
in the journey. I also do it to spread awareness about families like 
mine. Mostly importantly though, my main goal is to encourage 
special needs families to also share their stories. 

I think everyone has a story to share. Each of us is living a different 
experience, and I think we would all benefit from sharing a little bit 
about our lives with each other.  Is philanthropy woven into your 
story somehow? Did you benefit from a scholarship fund or a grant and wish to pay it forward? Is 
there something you are passionate about that you wish to lay the groundwork for through an endowment? Maybe 
a community needs fund or a donor-advised fund would be a good fit for you. 

Whatever your story is, I want to hear it. (I can’t promise that I won’t urge you to write a book though!) How can we at 
WCCF help create the legacy you wish to leave behind? We are here for you, and we look forward to working with 
you to honor your story through the work of the Foundation.

SHARE YOUR STORY

In recent years, the time between college and what comes next has been referred 
to as the “dash.” The time that separates being students and becoming alumni, 
between learning and doing, the now and the future. 2021 Upper Sandusky 
graduate, Gavin Carey, is currently in the process of navigating the “dash.” Carey is 
on track to graduate in May with a degree in business administration, specializing 
in economics, from the Fisher College of Business at The Ohio State University. He 
recently was a recipient of the Wyandot County Foundation’s newest scholarship, 
the Logsdon Scholarship Fund. 

Carey had a good idea of how he saw his future. “I always knew I wanted to be 
involved in the business world but wasn’t quite sure what specialization I wanted 
to pursue. I finally realized that I was very interested in economics after taking a 
microeconomics class through Marion Technical College.” He has been able to gain hands on experience through 
a summer internship with an electrical contracting company, Cupertino Electric Inc. He had the opportunity to visit 
the company headquarters in San Jose, California to meet other employees and learn the history of the company. 
Additionally, he had the chance to experience Europe and traveled across France, Spain, and Italy during the 
summer of 2024. “These experiences helped broaden my horizon and helped me step out of my comfort zone 
by trying new things,” Carey explained. Finishing college can be a stressful time and figuring out financial matters 
compounds that stress.  Carey appreciates the contribution the Logsdon Family made to the Foundation. “I am 
very thankful for the Logsdon Scholarship as it has allowed me to focus on my senior year of college without 
having to worry about making ends meet financially. I am also very thankful for all the previous scholarships that I 
have received in the past, as I would not be in the position I am in today without them.”

So, what are his plans for after the “dash?” Carey has accepted a position with Cupertino Electric, where he 
completed his summer internship, at a new job site in Bowling Green, Ohio. He hopes to have a long career with 
the company and give back to his home community of Upper Sandusky.



DORCAS CAREY PUBLIC LIBRARY
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF SYCAMORE
THE FIRST CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK
FOREST-JACKSON PUBLIC LIBRARY
FRIENDS OF THE CAREY LIBRARY
JOHN STEWART METHODIST WOMEN
KAPPA CHAPTER OF DELTA KAPPA GAMMA
MCCARTHY FAMILY FUND
MATTHEW SIX FUND
MOHAWK COMMUNITY SERVICE CLUB
MOHAWK COMMUNITY LIBRARY
PREMIER BANK
ROTARY CLUB OF UPPER SANDUSKY
DR. BEVERLY SMITH

2024 IMAGINATION LIBRARY DONORS

2024 GIFTS OF GRAIN DONORS
MB FARMS

2024 WCCF DONORS
A&A GROCERY 
A CUT ABOVE 
ANGELO’S PIZZA AND SUBS LLC 
ARMADILLO SOLAR 
BECA HOUSE COFFEE COMPANY 
CHARLENE BEELER 
DR. CLAUDE & MARGE BEITLER 
DAN & DEB BERG 
BESS BLVD REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
BOES-GOSCHE INC. 
KYLE BOWMAN 
EMILY BURTON 
STEVEN & CHERYL BOWMAN 
RANDY & CHRIS BROWN 
BURSON-BAKIES INSURANCE COMPANY 
LAWRENCE & ADELE CATTRAN 
COMMUNITY FIRST BANK N.A. OF FOREST 
DAVID COURTAD 
CUSTOM GLASS SOLUTIONS 
BRUCE & SUE DECKER 
EDWARD JONES - CHRIS DARIS 
RICHARD & PATRICIA EYESTONE 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF SYCAMORE 
JAMES FOX  
JIM & JUDY GILLILAND 
RODNEY & EMILY GILLILAND 
GOTTFRIED ELECTRIC 

DIANNE GRAFMILLER 
JOHN HALL 
DANIEL & TERESA HARRIS 
ROBERT & SUSANNA HAWK 
THOMAS HILDERBRAND 
MARK & NANCY JOHNSON 
DONNA KIMMEL 
KATHY KIMMEL 
KURT & MARGIE KIMMEL 
RON KLEINLEIN 
BRENDA KOEHLER 
KEITH KOEHLER 
JAMES & DOROTHY LESLIE 
LIBERTY ENGINEERED WIRE 
LINCOLN HILLS GOLF CLUB 
JERRY & JILL LOGSDON 
MARCINA MASON 
ROB & CAROL MCCLURE 
JONIE MERRICK 
MIZICK MILLER & COMPANY 
MULLEN HEATING & COOLING LLC 
MARK & PATRICIA MURPHY 
DAVID & GLORIA NAUS 
DOROTHY NEWELL 
MATT ORIANS 
VAN & VICKI ORIANS 
LINDA PASSET 

STANSBERY SCHOENBERGER & SCHECK
AL AND JAN STONEBURNER
TRIGO, INC.
UNITED WAY OF NORTH CENTRAL OHIO
UPPER SANDUSKY LIONS CLUB
UPPER SANDUSKY COMMUNITY LIBRARY
UPPER SANDUSKY COMMUNITY LIBRARY - FRIENDS 
OF THE LIBRARY
UPPER’S WINTER FANTASY OF LIGHTS
WYANDOT CO. BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES
WYANDOT COUNTY YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
WXML CHRISTIAN RADIO

THANK YOU TO HERITAGE COOPERATIVE, HORD ELEVATOR 
AND THE MENNEL MILLING COMPANY FOR WORKING WITH US!

MIKE THIEL BRAD WEAVER

PREMIER BANK 
QUEST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
MARK & BECKY ROMICH 
ROBERT & SUSAN ROUSH 
T. DWAIN SAYRE 
SHAWN & ANDREA SCHNEIDER 
SCHUSTER’S FLOWERS 
TINA SCHUSTER 
ROBERTA SIGLER 
DR. BEVERLY SMITH 
STANSBERY SCHOENBERGER 
& SCHECK 
DIANNA SWARTZ 
SYCAMORE SEED SERVICE 
JERRY & LENE TAYLOR 
THE ANDERSONS, INC. 
THE FIRST CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK 
TRIGO, INC. 
BRIAN & ELAINE TSCHANEN 
CHARLES & LAURIE VENT 
WILSON TIRE COMPANY 
WYANDOT COUNSELING SOLUTIONS 
WYANDOT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
WYANDOT COUNTY SKILLED 
NURSING & REHAB 
WYANDOT COUNTY 
VISITORS BUREAU 



“Thank you so much for selecting my class 
to receive a WCCF grant to purchase OSMOS 
SETS for my middle school multiple disability 
students at Carey EVS,” said Jacquelyn 
Lininger.  “My students love using Osmos 
during their work station time,” 

Classroom favorites so far have been:
• Pizza Co., which works on following 

directions and giving change
• Monster, which gives students a prompt of 

what to draw, then animates it in a scene
• Tangrams, which works on problem solving 

and direction following 
• Costume Party, which allows the students 

to pretend it is Halloween every day! 

The kids also 
really love 
how they each 
have their 
own account, 
where their 
progress is 
saved from 
day-to-day, 
so it is no big 
deal when 
their turn at 
Osmo is up! 

CAREY EVS GRANT: OSMOS SETS FOR 
INDEPENDENT WORK STATIONS

The City of Upper Sandusky successfully secured a grant from the Wyandot 
County Community Foundation to enhance accessibility at the Dog Park. This 
grant funded the installation of a new sidewalk that connects the parking lot to 
the fenced-in area. Thanks to the uncommonly mild weather this fall, the Upper 
Sandusky Parks Department was able to complete the project swiftly, and it's 
now open for use.  Mayor Kyle McColly expressed his satisfaction, stating, “The 
residents who utilize the dog park now have a clean path to get back and forth 
from the parking lot over to the restrooms and the fenced-in area. These funds 
have significantly improved the functionality of the entire park.” The city extends 
its heartfelt gratitude for the support that made this improvement possible!

DOG PARK SIDEWALK INSTALLED WITH GRANT MONEY!

 SARA LOU BROWN BINAU MEMORIAL 
FUND DONORS

YVONNE BALDWIN
BRAD &  JOAN BATTON
TOM & GINNY BLANKENSHIP
RANDY & CHRIS BROWN
BETH CIGLER
SHERYL E. CLINGER
CUSTOM GLASS SOLUTIONS, LLC
BRUCE & SUE DECKER
GENE & CAROLYN FREDERICK
JIM & JUDY GILLILAND
CHARLES & JEAN GOTTFRIED
DICKIE & BARB GRASZ
REX & KATHRYN GRASZ
JOHN HALL
THOMAS HILDERBRAND
KEITH KOEHLER
RUSSELL & LUANN LEE
DAVID & GLORIA NAUS
VAN & VICKI ORIANS
STEPHAN & REBECCA RHODEN
ROTARY OF UPPER SANDUSKY
JAMES & SHARON SCHILLING
DR. BEVERLY SMITH
DR. LUCAS & KAREN SMITH
AL & JAN STONEBURNER
DAVID G. SUMMIT
BRIAN & ELAINE TSCHANEN
UPPER CAR WASH AND PET SPA
UPPER WINTER FANTASY OF LIGHTS
WYANDOT COUNTY SKILLED NURSING 
AND REHAB CENTER

PREMIER BANK 
QUEST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
MARK & BECKY ROMICH 
ROBERT & SUSAN ROUSH 
T. DWAIN SAYRE 
SHAWN & ANDREA SCHNEIDER 
SCHUSTER’S FLOWERS 
TINA SCHUSTER 
ROBERTA SIGLER 
DR. BEVERLY SMITH 
STANSBERY SCHOENBERGER 
& SCHECK 
DIANNA SWARTZ 
SYCAMORE SEED SERVICE 
JERRY & LENE TAYLOR 
THE ANDERSONS, INC. 
THE FIRST CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK 
TRIGO, INC. 
BRIAN & ELAINE TSCHANEN 
CHARLES & LAURIE VENT 
WILSON TIRE COMPANY 
WYANDOT COUNSELING SOLUTIONS 
WYANDOT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
WYANDOT COUNTY SKILLED 
NURSING & REHAB 
WYANDOT COUNTY 
VISITORS BUREAU 



WCCF MAKING THE SEASON MERRY & BRIGHT!

Wyandot County Community Foundation
PO Box 364 
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

(419) 835-1009
wyandotfoundation@gmail.com
www.wyandotcommunityfoundation.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

On December 7 and 8, the Wyandot 
County Community Foundation in 
conjunction with the Wyandot County 
Visitors Bureau hosted a Christmas 
Open House to show off their new 
location at 228 S Eighth Street. 
Activities included cookie decorating, 
vendor booths, a photo booth, a silent 
auction and free popcorn from Santa 

Dan.   Community members 
could also participate in a 
gingerbread house contest 
where attendees voted on 
their favorite creation.   Cash 
prizes were given by First National Bank 
of Sycamore. Thank you to the Wyandot 
County businesses who donated items 
for the silent auction and to all the 
volunteers who donated supplies, their 
time and their talents to the event. Mark 
your calendars, as WCCF plans to host this 
event again next year during the Home for 
the Holidays event in Upper Sandusky on 
Saturday, December 6th.


